DISTINCT COMMUNITY TV SERVICES IN ENGLISH CANADA

In the final week of January, CACTUS examined the programming schedules of the 110 English-language cable-operated community TV channels posted as part of the community TV policy review (2009-661). 

Column 1 lists the English-language channels given us by the CRTC on January 25th, by owner. (There are in fact 110 that we believe to be English-language, not 91 as stated in public policy notice 2009-661). 

Column 2 describes the results of our attempt to identify the operational status of the community channels in Column 1. 

Column 3 describes the channels that we found to be offering distinct programming services. We define distinctive programming services as those in which the schedules is more than 50% distinct from one another in terms of program titles. It is our view that if programming services share more than 50% of their programs, they are single regional programming service with local inserts, not local programming services with distinct identities. We note the degree to which programming schedules were similar for the final week of January in which we examined them. 

CONCLUSION: We could identify only 19 distinct English-language cable-run community programming services nation-wide.

1:  Ownership and location
2:  Status that Could Be Determined
3:  Channels that Offer Distinct Programming Services

Licensee
Location
Prov



Access Communications Cooperative
Regina
SK
Six studios producing for a regional network with local substitutions (> 75% shared programming)
Saskatchewan regional network

Bragg Communications Incorporated
Grande Prairie
AL
no Internet presence


Bragg Communications Incorporated
Charlottetown
PE
17 programs fill a Maritimes-wide program schedule.
Bi-provincial network.

Bragg Communications Incorporated
Bridgewater
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Bedford
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Dartmouth
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Halifax
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Kentville
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
New Glasgow
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Sydney
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Truro
NS



Bragg Communications Incorporated
Sudbury
ON
Same program offering as in the Maritimes.

Bragg Communications Incorporated
Timmins
ON
Could not locate a program schedule.


Bragg Communications Incorporated
Sechelt
BC
Could not confirm existence.


Bragg Communications Incorporated
Delta
BC



Cogeco Cable
Belleville
ON
Posted schedules for these communities are virtually identical, with localized council meetings.  Community billboards go till 5 p.m.
Cogeco Regional Service

Cogeco Cable
Niagara Falls
ON



Cogeco Cable
Sarnia
ON



Cogeco Cable
Windsor
ON



Cogeco Cable
Cobourg
ON



Cogeco Cable
Peterborough
ON



Cogeco Cable
Cornwall
ON



Cogeco Cable
Leamington
ON



Cogeco Cable
Chatham
ON



Cogeco Cable
Burlington
ON
Several local programs mixed with several replays of provincial curling.
Cogeco Regional Service

Cogeco Cable
Brockville
ON



Cogeco Cable
Hamilton
ON
These communities not listed among TVCogeco community channel locations.


Cogeco Cable
Hamilton
ON



Cogeco Cable
Hamilton
ON



Cogeco Cable
Hamilton
ON



Cogeco Cable
Grimsby
ON



Cogeco Cable
St. Catharines
ON



Cogeco Cable
Georgetown
ON



Cogeco Cable
Kingston
ON
Variety of local programs.
Kingston

Cogeco Cable
North Bay
ON
Has two or three North-Bay specific programs; PSAs for most of day
North Bay

MTS Allstream
Winnipeg
MA
no programming schedule; assumed to redistribute Shaw channel


Novus Entertainment
Vancouver
BC
Novus carries same programming as Shaw Vancouver (made by community producers)


Rogers Cable
Aurora
ON
Identical schedules
Aurora-Newmarket

Rogers Cable
Newmarket
ON



Rogers Cable
St. Thomas
ON
Schedules > 50% shared
St. Thomas-Woodstock

Rogers Cable
Woodstock
ON



Rogers Cable
Toronto
ON
Only one schedule posted on Rogers web site for Toronto
Toronto

Rogers Cable
Toronto
ON



Rogers Cable
Toronto
ON



Rogers Cable
Toronto
ON



Rogers Cable
Toronto
ON



Rogers Cable
Kitchener
ON
Schedule exists.
Kitchener-Waterloo-Cambridge (as per Rogers site)

Rogers Cable
London
ON
<50% London-specific; undifferentiated Ontario regional programming


Rogers Cable
Ottawa
ON
Schedule exists.
Ottawa English

Rogers Cable
Barrie
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Bolton
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Camp Borden
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Collingwood
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Keswick
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Orangeville
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Orillia
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Oshawa
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Owen Sound
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Pickering
ON
No separate schedule.


Rogers Cable
Richmond Hill
ON
No separate schedule.**


Rogers Cable
Bathurst
NB
Programming for the province > 80% identical
NB-wide English service

Rogers Cable
Chatham
NB



Rogers Cable
Edmundston
NB



Rogers Cable
Fredericton
NB



Rogers Cable
Moncton
NB



Rogers Cable
Saint John
NB



Rogers Cable
St. John's
NF
Only two regular programs appear to be produced, which repeat all day.


Saskatchewan Telecommunications 
Regina
SK
Believed to be V.O.D.; no production centre.

Seaside Communications Inc.
Glace Bay
NS
Local service
Glace Bay

Shaw Cablesystems
Calgary
AL
No programming schedule, although descriptions of programs are given that appear to be locally made.  Impossible to tell what percentage of overall schedule.
Calgary

Shaw Cablesystems
Edmonton
AL
One service.  No programming schedule, although descriptions of programs are given that appear to be locally made.  Impossible to tell what percentage of overall schedule.
Edmonton

Shaw Cablesystems
Edmonton
AL



Shaw Cablesystems
Fort McMurray
AL
No information available on Shaw web sites regarding services in these towns; assumed to be replaying programs from Edmonton or Calgary.


Shaw Cablesystems
Lethbridge
AL



Shaw Cablesystems
Red Deer
AL



Shaw Cablesystems
Medicine hat
AL



Shaw Cablesystems
Saskatoon
SK
Web site listed locally produced shows; no timetable.  
Like BC and MA, SK Shaw service appears to be province-wide.  Also like them, replays a commercial radio station for part of the morning.

Shaw Cablesystems
Prince Albert
SK
No programming schedules.


Shaw Cablesystems
Moose Jaw
SK



Shaw Cablesystems
Sault Ste. Marie
ON
Shaw business offices exist in these towns, but no program schedules are available on-line.


Shaw Cablesystems
Thunder Bay
ON



Shaw Cablesystems
Thompson
MA
Only local inserts are pee-wee hockey and city council.
Manitoba wide service; occasional inserts.  Schedule is one hour news format daily that repeats all day, with inserts of commercial radio, Armed Forces News, and national Olympic coverage acquired from a third pary.

Shaw Cablesystems
Winnipeg
MA
Single service


Shaw Cablesystems
Winnipeg
MA



Shaw Cablesystems
Vancouver
BC
One service.
Since only one programming schedule could be found for Vancouver, we assume a single province-wide Shaw service, as for Manitoba.  Like Manitoba, it may have some local substitution, as we know at least one community has a single producer-employee (Powell River) and another community resident (Nanaimo) reports a one-hour newswheel comprised of segments from around Vancouver Island. Also like Manitoba, Shaw in Vancouver replays a local commercial radio station for part of its morning TV schedule.

Shaw Cablesystems
Vancouver
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Victoria 
BC
Shaw site lists office addresses, but no programming schedule could be found.


Shaw Cablesystems
Nanaimo
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Chilliwack
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Cranbrook
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Kelowna
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Kamloops
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Burnaby
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
New Westminster
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Castlegar
BC
Not present in Shaw web site list of office/studios; assumed no local programming*


Shaw Cablesystems
Coquitlam
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Courtenay
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Duncan
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Langford
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Parksville
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Penticton
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Port Alberni
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Prince George
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Vernon
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
White Rock
BC



Shaw Cablesystems
Campbell River
BC



Source Cable/Shaw shared channel
Hamilton
ON
Limited amount of local programming considering size of city.
Hamilton

TELUS Communications Company
Edmonton
AL
No production facilities known.


TELUS Communications Company
Vancouver
BC



Westman Media Cooperative
Brandon
MA

There are actually 19 small channels in this group.

Total locations:  110



ESTIMATED TOTAL DISTINCT SERVICES:  39

**  While we could find no schedules for this cluster of Rogers channels as provided by the CRTC, Rogers' own web site offered schedules for various communities not on the CRTC list.  The majority, however, were replaying programming taken from the distinct services listed above (for Toronto, Kitchener, etc.)  The exception is that Brantford appeared to have a significantly different service.







* We do not know whether other small communities in BC may also have limited local production of this type; no programming schedules exist by which the public could find it, if it exists.





